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Kingsmere Community Association.

NEWSLETTER MAY 07
Thanks to Staples for their support in printing this newsletter.
For those of you yet to meet us, please allow us to introduce ourselves; we are the newly elected Kingsmere Community Association. We were formed at the AGM of the Kingsmere Forum in Dec 06. In January 2007 we decided to change ourselves to the Kingsmere Community Association in order to sweep out the cobwebs and start a fresh.

We started by becoming the first formally recognised group by all three Housing Associations, we are also the first to have both public and employees liability insurance and C.R.B’s on every member, with three members holding First Aid certificates. In our first two months we signed a hall agreement and been given keys to and an office within the Conquerer hall. These have all been put in place so that our residents know that they and their children are covered in every way at any event or meeting we hold.

On the 26th February we held our first general meeting. We as a team, backed by funds from the Housing Associations decided to have a free raffle. Every resident was given a raffle ticket of which the top prize was a flat screen T.V. All the residents had to do was come on the night, enter their ticket and enjoy the buffet and music. We were very happy that it was not just adults that came but 19 young people turned up and gave their ideas and approval of the new Association.

On April the first we held two Easter themed events.
Despite it being April Fools Day this was no yoke! The Kingsmere Community Association’s Easter party and disco turned out to be a huge success. 

On the 12th and 13th of May we held what we hope will become an annual event, Green Day. Green Day was all about helping the residents whilst letting them see and know that the KCA is here, here to stay and here to help. On Green Day an army of volunteers took away rubbish, provided free energy efficient light bulbs and even disposed of ‘white goods’ We ran over into three days, disposing of a massive 47 tons of rubbish using 25 skips, two 40 yard containers and three 7 ton cage lorries. For a full story and pictures of this very successful event, plus feedback emails from all involved you can visit www.kcaeastbourne.org
We are working hard to provide for the children and young people on the estate; naturally this takes time as we have to apply for funding which can take up to twelve weeks to be approved.
To date we have applied for funding to run a two year youth club, one evening a week for 11-16 year olds in conjunction with Youth Services. This will start on Weds July 4th.

We have also applied for funding to open and run a film club on Saturday mornings with the support of the British Film Society. The film club is planned to start on the 23rd June 07, loan of equipment permitting. We will be round with membership forms for the children as soon as possible.
In either late July or August 07 we are planning to have ‘ten year celebrations’ for the whole estate to enjoy, this will take a huge amount of organisation so volunteers are needed now!
Other ideas include table top sales for all residents and long term we hope to hold events not only for the children and young people but also for the adults, including possible NVQ courses. Ideas include, 50’s & 60’s night, 70’s night, race nights, bingo and even a chocolate fountain party! And yes, we can have a licensed roving bar in the hall, serving alcohol, up to 12 times a year! If you would like a child free night to relax, enjoy and let your hair down tell us now!
All ideas are welcomed by the new KCA and we will endeavour to deliver.

The one thing the new KCA will not do is make promises to the residents that we cannot keep, we will, however, keep you fully informed as to the progress of planned events and let you know as soon as we can provide them.

Many of you are asking about the computer suite. This was put in place by the old forum and unfortunately it failed its recent Health and Safety checks. However, this is being rectified as fast as possible and we very much hope that the PC suite will be able to open to the residents before the summer holidays. It is then planned to use the PC suite for homework clubs and also for training for young people and adults.
Once again, no promises but rest assured we are working very hard to achieve all of the above, it takes time and funding to realise such aims but with the support of the Landlords and the Neighbourhood Partnership agreement we are confident that Kingsmere will become a better place to live, with more to do, making good use of our community hall and in turn building a real community spirit on Kingsmere.

With your support as well, just think what we could achieve….a year from now we could be a shining example to other areas, a place people want to move to, not from.

To get involved why not contact the Secretary at the address below, become a member or just volunteer to help when ever and where ever you can….and guess what…its great fun too!

Easter Party
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KCA on Green Day
Kingsmere Community Association. All correspondence should be directed to: Kate Daly, Secretary, 13 Alfred Road, Kingsmere. Tel: 07944843671        www.kcaeastbourne.org 
